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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is two paragraphed and 
more than 150 words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Watanabe 
et al. (US Patent Application Publication 2002/0105669), hereinafter referred as 
Watanabe. 

Regarding claim 9, Watanabe discloses a digital camera. Specially, Watanabe discloses 
a host apparatus (digital camera) creating print data to be sent to a printer, the host 
apparatus being characterized in that it comprises: 

print instruction means for sending the print data to the printer and causing printing (S1 

in Fig. 2, described in paragraph 0028); 

and 

cancellation means for, in the event that a prescribed print cancellation condition exists 
(described in paragraph 0109, "predetermined voltage"), requesting cancellation 
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of printing in units of pages at the printer such that printing continues until page 
currently being printed is completed (described in paragraph 0109-0114, However, 
Watanabe fails to disclose wherein requesting cancellation of printing in units of pages 
at the printer such that printing continues until page currently being printed is 
completed. 

However, the examiner maintains that it is well known in the art that when requesting 
cancellation of printing has already sent to the printer, printing continues until page 
currently being printed is completed. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to implement the well known feature for the purpose of smoothly finishing the 
printing. 

Regarding claim 10, Watanabe discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 9), wherein the prescribed print cancellation condition is: 
whether a battery charge level of an internal battery has decreased to a preestablished 
prescribed value (described in paragraph 0109, "predetermined voltage or 

lower"); or 

whether a user has issued a printing interruption instruction; or 

whether a battery charge level of an internal battery has decreased to a preestablished 

prescribed value and a user has issued a printing interruption instruction. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Watanabe discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 9), further comprising 
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storage means for storing interruption location information obtained from the printer 
indicating a location at which printing was interrupted pursuant to the request for 
cancellation of printing (described in paragraph 0109, "the printing is halted 
and interrupt information with which where the printing has been 
performed can be identified is stored in the EE PROM 504 of the 
camera"); 

wherein the prescribed print cancellation condition is whether a battery charge level of 
an internal battery has decreased to a preestablished prescribed value (described in 
paragraph 0109); and 

the print instruction means, in the event that the battery charge level of the internal 
battery recovers to the extent that the prescribed value is exceeded, causes the 
interrupted printing to resume based on the stored interruption location information 
(described in paragraph 0115-0116). 

Regarding claim 12, Watanabe discloses everything claimed as applied above (see 
claim 9), wherein: 

the prescribed print cancellation condition is whether a battery charge level of an 
internal battery has decreased to a preestablished prescribed value (described in 
paragraph 0109); and 

the print instruction means, in the event that the battery charge level of the internal 
battery recovers to the extent that the prescribed value is exceeded, obtains, from the 
printer, interruption location information indicating a location at which printing was 
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interrupted pursuant to the request for cancellation of printing, and causes the 
interrupted printing to resume based on this interruption location information (described 
in paragraph 0115-0116). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to QIAN YANG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7239. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-16:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Harold can be reached on 5712727519. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 4112 
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Examiner, Art Unit 4112 
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